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PlumpJack 2003 Estate   

Cabernet Sauvignon  

 

VINEYARD 

The PlumpJack 2003 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon is made 100% from our  

Estate McWilliams Vineyard located  

in the heart of the prestigious Oakville appellation.    

 

HARVEST 

Harvest started on September 27
th

 and finished on October 31
st

 2003.  

16 different passes were made through the vineyard  

to ensure ripeness in all of the blocks.  

This was the latest we have ever harvested the estate due to weather conditions.  

The average chemistry at harvest was 25.7 brix, 

with a ph of 3.72 and a titratable acidity of 5.2 grams per liter. 

 

FERMENTATION 

Fermentation ensued following a 24 hour cold soak at 55 degrees.  

The fermentation lasted for 13 days and  

reached a maximum temprature of 85 degrees.  

 

AGEING 

Ageing took place in 70% new French oak cooperage.  

Malolactic fermentation took place in barrel.  

The wine was racked quarterly and was in barrel for 19 months. 

 

BOTTLING 

Bottling took place June 15-17
th

, 2005 

 

OUR THOUGHTS 

What a flavorful wine! The 2003 Estate Cabernet is definitely a crowd pleaser!!  

Primary aromas of black cherry, blackberry, chocolate and vanilla are  

followed by secondary aromas of spice cake, mocha and roasted coffee.  

On the palate flavors of black cherry and bakers’ chocolate  

are framed by toasty oak. The finish is fruit-filled with hints of blackberry pie 

and smoke, with suave tannins coating the palate. The tannins are round enough 

to allow for early consumption with decanting,  

but this wine will age gracefully for the next 5-10 years.   
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2003 PlumpJack Estate Cabernet Sauvignon Reviews  

 

Robert Parker, The Wine Advocate, Closing Date Feb 2005 Issue #157        

(92-94) 

 

The 2003 Cabernet Sauvignon Estate is a 6,250 case cuvee that tips the scales at 

14.9% alcohol. Winemaker Tony Biagi told me they had 16 different passages over 

a 30 day harvest just to pick the fruit when the parcels had ripened. The 2003 

boasts full body as well as expressive aromatics of black fruits intermixed with 

some smoky oak, earth and coffee. Dense, full-bodied and impressive with sweet 

tannin and gorgeous symmetry as well as depth, it should drink well for 12-15+ 

years. Kudos to Plumpjack! 

 

Wine Spectator, August 31, 2006        

88 

Complex aromas of red currant and blackberry with a peppery sage and cedar 

edge. More depth and mid-palate than many '03s, but it also shares the austerity 

of the wines from that vintage. Impressive push on the finish where the flavors 

are vibrant. Decant. Drink now through 2012. Tasted twice, with consistent 

notes. 6,250 cases made. (JL) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


